[The postnatal development of the frontal axial angle of the occipitoatlantal complex].
The frontal axial angle of the occipitoatlantal complex in adults is well known. Clinical radiological investigations of the infantile cervical spine indicate other proportions. Extensive radiological studies concerning the postnatal development of the frontal axial angle are unknown. Knowledge about the special biomechanical relation of the infantile cervical spine is necessary for understanding several high cervical irritation syndromes in newborns. To measure the occipitoatlantal angle C0/C1, 1016 AP radiographs of the upper cervical spine were investigated. The radiographs were obtained on female and male patients ranging from 0 - 10 years of age. The frontal axial angle C0/C1 is distinctly flatter in infants (153 degrees in newborns at the age of 0 to 3 months) and only approaches an adult state after the 10 th year of life. The distinctly flatter configuration of the frontal axial angle C0/C1 in newborns could be interpreted as constituting a different morphology for better adaptation to the biomechanical strain of the upper cervical spine during labor. The postnatal development of the frontal axial angle of the occipitoatlantal complex is illustrated.